We are Communities Inc - a social enterprise

passionate about tackling inequalities faced by the most
disadvantaged groups.

BUILDING
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Building Stronger Communities empowers people to
overcome discrimination by building their skills to better
support and understand each other. We want to build
resilience within the communities most affected by hate
so that they are part of the solution to create stronger,
cohesive communities.
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The heads of counter-terrorism policing and MI5
have warned that far-right criminality is growing.
In recent years, there have been an increasing
number of well-publicised incidents - such as the
murder of Jo Cox MP - and the biggest far-right
demonstrations since the 1930s.

Since 2018 we have worked with organisations in
Nottingham to identify: the key messages from
the far-right and what activity is taking place in
the city; who might be drawn into the narrative;
and what solutions to these issues we could put
in place.

Since the EU referendum in 2016, the number of
hate crimes in the UK has more than doubled.
76% of these were race-related.

As part of the discussions, we invited former
members of far-right groups to share their
experiences of being recruited and leaving the
group, as well as their views on how we can
tackle the extremist narrative.

Far-right attitudes are usually nationalist, i.e.
holding the belief that a country and its people
are superior to others and that this superior
community is being eradicated. Members of the
movement claim to focus on community and
standing up for the ‘common man or woman’.
However, they exclude anyone they categorise
as ‘the other’ and view diversity as negative.
As part of our Positive Exposure project, which
promotes British values and challenges negative
stereotypes about minorities and the state of the
nation, we continue to tackle this narrative
through actions such as facilitating dialogues
which address the issue.

In all of the sessions, it was clear that the rise of
the far-right is a major threat to our concepts of
democracy and equality. It is a problem we
cannot afford to ignore.

Key issues:

Key issues:
Recommendations:

 People are more likely to be drawn into far-right
groups if they are in circumstances that make them
vulnerable such as poverty, unemployment,
isolation.

 People are more likely to be drawn into the
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 Members of the far-right influence others by
focusing on their fears and reinforcing them. The
claims made are often generalisations or
contradictions and shared in places where they
won’t be challenged e.g. in online ‘echo chambers’.
 Far-right ideologies are becoming normalised. If
this continues, it could lead to a further increase in
hate crime, a breakdown of communities and the
far-right gaining more ground.
 Social media and fake news play a significant
part in influencing people’s beliefs, as can
disillusionment with the state of mainstream politics.
 There is a lack of safe spaces for meaningful
dialogue and coherent mobilisation against the
far-right. This means it is difficult to create and
implement counter-narratives.

Recommendations continued:
 Incorporate sessions addressing far-right
narratives into induction at schools, universities,
and workplaces.
 Encourage young people to consider identity
and embrace their individuality as part of activities
in theatre groups, youth groups etc.
 Promote inclusive patriotism by highlighting and
sharing information online about place rather than
race e.g. the number of immigrants who work in the
NHS or the contributions of people in The
Commonwealth during World War Two.
 Create safe spaces where people of all ages and
circumstances can share and challenge opinions, to
allow everyone to have a voice and eliminate echo
chambers.
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As a result of these dialogues we have now formed
a Nottingham-based action group, bringing
together a diverse range of organisations willing to
counter far-right narratives. If you or your
organisation would like to join, please get it touch.

You can access all of our resources on our website:
www.communitiesinc.org.uk/downloads

Read about Ivan
Humble’s experience as
a former member of the
English Defence League.
www.communitiesinc.
org.uk/blog

