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All Muslims areAll Muslims are
migrantsmigrants1

Islam is a religion of 2.1 billion followers worldwide and 
encompasses a wide range of ethnicities, cultures and 
traditions (Times Prayer). In England and Wales, there are 
3.87 million Muslims, making up only 6.5% of the 
population. Islam is the third most common religion, 
with the Christian population still leading with 27.5 million 
followers (Census 2021).

Younger populations increasingly make up the number of 
Muslims in Britain,
known as second and third generation
British Muslims  (Muslim Council of Britain).

Despite this, the England and Wales 2021-2022
national hate crime statistics show that 42% of religious 
hate crime offences were against Muslims (Census 2021). 
If left unchallenged, these crimes
can tear communities apart,
leaving scars that may take years to heal. 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://timesprayer.com/en/muslim-population/
https://mcb.org.uk/2021-census-as-uk-population-grows-so-do-british-muslim-communities/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022


Islam & MuslimsIslam & Muslims
are not compatibleare not compatible
with the Westwith the West
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Islam is one of three 
Abrahamic faiths, together with 

Judaism and Christianity. Therefore, 
Muslims believe that the essential 

message of their faith is no different from 
the core message of the other two faiths so 
commonly followed in the West. 

The Quran, the Muslim holy book, contains 
accounts similar to the ones found in the Old 
and New Testaments, such as the story of 
Prophet Moses and the parting of the Red 
Sea. It also teaches Muslims to believe in the 
Bible more than 30 times.

A lot of the Christian values and ethics 
resonate with the teaching of the Prophet 
Muhammad, the founder of Islam. 
For example, the Prophet believed in equality, 
sincerity, justice and forgiveness, virtues that 
those who live in the West are encouraged to 
strive towards. 



Studies have shown that reporting on Islam 
has been predominantly inaccurate and 
negative, therefore it is imperative that we 
learn about Islam from authentic sources.

Muslims have contributed to British society 
not only through economic contributions but 
through science, art, medicine, mathematics, 
astronomy and other fields. In 2020, Muslim 
giving in the UK humanitarian charity sector 
alone exceeded one billion pounds (Ayaan 
Institute). 

In the UK, Muslims contribute around 
30 billion pounds to the economy 
every year (TRT World).
Additionally, 400,000 Muslims fought for 
Britain in WWI, and 5.5 million 
Muslims in WWII 
(National Muslim War Memorial Trust). 

Muslims do not Muslims do not 
contribute contribute 
to societyto society

3

https://ayaaninstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Muslim-Humanitarian-Charity-Sector-UK-media.pdf
https://ayaaninstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Muslim-Humanitarian-Charity-Sector-UK-media.pdf
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/are-muslims-being-financially-discriminated-against-in-the-uk-43853
https://www.muslimwarmemorial.org/education/the-role-of-muslims-in-wwi/#:~:text=At%20least%202.5%20million%20Muslim,at%20least%20400%2C000%20were%20Muslims.


There is a common misconception that Islam 
oppresses women and forces them into a 
submissive role. Actually, the Quran explicitly 
states that men and women are equal in the 
eyes of Allah, that women have the right to 
refuse a prospective husband and 
encourages all Muslims to educate their 
daughters. Furthermore, a lot of Muslim 
countries are setting strong examples for 
female leadership and empowerment. 

The Quran (3: 195) states: “be you male 
or female, you are equal to one 
another” (Muslim Hands).
Gender roles world-wide vary from country 
to country and it is important 
to note that women in all aspects of 
life are subject to inequalities and abuse; this 
is a women’s rights issue 
rather than a religious matter.

Islam is Islam is 
oppressive to oppressive to 
womenwomen
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https://muslimhands.ca/latest/2023/03/islamic-quotes-about-women


In the Quran, Muslims are reminded that they 
are not the only ones who worship God. The 
Holy Book of Islam sees Christians and Jews 
as members of the family of Abraham 
(one of the prophets) and Muslims respect 
these religions because they believe that 
they all worship the same God. 

However, compared to Christianity, Muslims 
do not believe that Jesus was the Son of God, 
but that he was one of God’s prophets, just 
like Muhammad. 
Moreover, the Quran and the Islamic religion 
encourages all Muslims to 
protect not only mosques, but also 
monasteries, synagogues and churches, 
because “God is worshipped therein”. 
The Quran (17: 70) states: "Everyone’s 
God-given human dignity must be 
respected, regardless of his or her faith, race, 
ethnic origin, gender, or social status”.

Islam is intolerantIslam is intolerant
of other religionsof other religions5



According to Europol, in 2022, out of 16 
completed attacks, two were carried out by 
Jihadist extremists and two from a right-wing 
terrorist attack. Most attacks in 2022 were 
done by suspects acting alone, particularly in 
Jihadist ideology (Europol). 
The vast majority of Muslims worldwide 
condemn terrorist attacks and terrorist 
behaviours as a distortion of the Muslim faith. 

In fact, Muslims themselves count for the 
most victims of ‘Jihadi’ terrorism and are 
seven times more likely to be victims of 
terror than non-Muslims.

In 2008, a leaked M15 report found that the 
majority of those involved in the extremist 
activity in the UK are British nationals new to 
their faith; few have been brought up in 
strongly religious households.

Islam is a violent Islam is a violent 
religion that religion that 
promotes terrorismpromotes terrorism
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/terrorism-in-eu-in-2022-%E2%80%93-facts-and-figures#:~:text=Key%20findings%20for%202022&text=In%202022%2C%2028%20completed%2C%20failed,a%20right%2Dwing%20terrorist%20attack.


Islam is a violent 
religion that 
promotes terrorism Great Britain is one of the most diverse countries, with 

people from all over the world bringing innovation, 
prosperity and vibrancy to our society. However, every 
year thousands of people face prejudice because of 
misconceptions regarding their identity, beliefs, 
or economic status. 

Our myth busting guides aim to challenge common 
misconceptions and negative stereotypes towards 
minority communities, in order to create awareness 
and promote better understanding.

The England and Wales 2021-2022 national hate crime 
statistics show that 42% of religious hate crime offences 
were targeted against Muslims (Census 2021). 
If left unchallenged, these crimes can tear communities 
apart, leaving scars that may take years to heal. 
This resource aims to counter the common assumptions 
made about Muslims living in the UK, whose resilience, 
hard work and humanity get overlooked and often 
misrepresented in today’s turbulent media and politics.

admin@CommunitiesInc.org.uk

Find us on social media:

Contact us via email:

https://communitiesinc.org.uk/
https://greenacademytrust.org.uk/contact-us/
https://nottinghamshire.pcc.police.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022
https://www.facebook.com/communitiesinc
https://twitter.com/communities_inc
https://www.instagram.com/communities_inc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/communitiesinc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPz9ka7iFj_8s2RV9ZOk0tQ
mailto:admin@communitiesinc.org.uk



